Childhood epilepsy with occipital paroxysms: variations on the theme.
This review reports on the various presentations as well as new revealed data relating to the epileptic disorder defined as childhood epilepsy with occipital paroxysms characterized by occipital epileptic discharges recorded by electroencephalography. The initial rigidly delineated subtypes by the International League Against Epilepsy included the following: (a) Panayiotopoulos syndrome-early-onset seizure disorder presenting with prolonged infrequent, nocturnal autonomic seizures, accompanied by eye deviation and ictal vomiting. (b) Gastaut syndrome-late-onset type presenting with short diurnal frequent seizures and visual ictal manifestations along with migrainous headaches. A high percentage of children present, however, with mixed clinical phenomena making it difficult to comply with the rigidly segregated syndromes reported by several authorities including our recent report on 28 children of whom 14 showed mixed phenomena. Therefore, childhood epilepsy with occipital paroxysm should be suspected at any age presenting with nocturnal vomiting, autonomic impairment, focal motor fits with head deviation, migraine headaches, and/or visual perturbations.